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Cleanup To Start
At Site In Sauget

gy Robert Goodrich
ot the Post-Disoatch Statt

cerro Copper Products Co. will
spend up O $12 miilion to clean up one
secuon of Dead Creek in Sauget under
an agreement reached Thursday with
fllinois Attorney General Neil F. Har-

n.
lg:'eany a century of industrial waste
nas turned Dead Creek into a “chemi-
cai soup”.that includes acids. cyanide
and PCBs, making it one of the most
oxic waste sites in Illinois.

Altbough the creek is less than
three miles long, it comprises all or:
sarts of 200 parcels of land scattered
tnrough Sauget and Cahokia. Hartigan
said ownership of some tracts has
neen difficult;to determine. let alone
responsibility for contamination.

Paul Tandler, vice president of Cer-

ro, sai¢ his-company would fill and
then remove.the .contaminated sedi-

" ment from 1600 feet of the creek that

runs through the company’s property.

Up to 20.000-2ubi¢ yards of polluted .

dirt willzbe-removed and replaced
with ciean soil, be said.

Hartigan said he is aegotiating with
\ndustnes. inciuding Moasaato Co., to
get three other stretches of the creek
cleaned up. - —--
was formalized-in a consent decree
filed Thursday in U.S. District Courtin
East St. Louis.

Hartigan said it calls for work to
start in 30 days and be complete by
the end of October. The decree in-
cludes a penalty of $500 a day for any
delay.

Tandler said Cerro Copper had dis-
covered that storms caused industrial

— waste water to back up into Dead

Creek. He said his company had built
a tunnel along the creek that empties
into a storage basin on the north end.
The tunnel and basin can hoid 1.5
million gailons.

“We recognized that there was a
problem. with Dead Creek, and that
over the years we may have been one
of many companies that contributed

.to that problem,” Tandler said.

He said his company was uader no
obligation or pressure but, “As a re-
sponsible corporate citizen, we decid-
ed to step forward and take the lead
on this project.” == .- -

R

Harum said he’ noped Cerro Cop-
per's lead would be followed by other
industries. He said Cerro Copper
couid sue other owners who were
partly responsibie for poiluting the

Jcreek to help pay its costs,
The agreemeént with Cerro Copper

He said no one yet knows how much
it will cost to ciean up ail of Dead
Creek. His office and the [llinois Eavi-
ronmental Protection Agency are

R ———— -

Neil F. Hartigan .
llinois attorney general

working to obtain federal Superfund
money for the work, he said. -

Cerro Copper was established in
1927 and is the worid’s biggest produc-
er of copper tubing It employs 850
people in Sauget.

Tandler said his company had been
a pioneer in recycling. He said it bad
recycied 8 billion pounds of copper.
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'$12 milliori oni cleantip

By KEITH BRUMLEY
News-Demeocrat

SAUGET — lilinois Attorney

| General Neil Hartigan said

Thursday (hat Cerro Copper

Products Co. will spend $12 million

to clean up part of the Dead Creek
toxic waste site.

U.S. District Judge William
Stiehl on Thursday approved a
consent decree between Cerro and
1Hinols that holds Cerro responsible
(or completing a cleanup of about
1,600 feet of Dead Creek that is on
company property. Slormwaler
that accumulated in the creek bed
alter heavy rains already has been
diverted. Cerro will remove 20,000
cublc yards of contaminated soil
and will {il in the creek bed. The
$t2 milllon price tag includes
Cerro’s share of the cost of » state
investigation Into the extent of
contamination in Dead Creek.

Dead Creek is a mostly dry creek
bed that runs through Sauget and
Cshokla. Industries over several
decades diverted waste [rom
manufacturing into Dead Creek
that contsined a varlety of
industrial by-products, Inclndlns
cancer-causing  polychlorinate
biphenylsand heavy metale. .

Harligan on Thursday called

Site of
Dead Creek

Dead Creek “the most toxic waste
site in Illinols” and sald Illinols still
Is trying lo get Dead Creek added to |
the Superfund cleanup Uist, which

would make federal
avallable for a cleanup.

Harligen sald the state s
negotiating with other companies,
which he did not name, and said
three more cleanup agreemenis are
In the offing. Cerro has until year's
end (o finish its part of the cleanup.
Hartigan did vot give a timetableor
a cost estimate foc a cleanwp of the
varjous Dead Creek sites.

Hartigan sald on the eve of his
first term in 1983 that a Dead Creek

See CLEANUP/3A
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' Hartigan and Cerro Vice President Paul Tandlerlook at creek

Cleanup

Continued from 1A

cleanup would be a top priorily of his

, @dministration. A state study of Dead
Creek contamination took two years
andcost $1.3milllon.

He praised Cerro for entering Into
the agreement wilhout coerclon and
for acting quickly to study the type
and extent of contamination on Cerro

| property and for starting a cleanup.

“Cerro Corp. Is providing $12 mil-

j fon to initiate » clepnin nf Naad

Creek, widely regarded as the most
loxic waste site In INinois. It's our
hope that other property owners in
this area and those who have contri-
buted to the contamination wlil fol-
low suit,” Hartigan said.

“We realize there was a problem
with Dead Creek and that over the
years, we may have been one of the
corporations that contributed (o tire

roblem,” sald Cerro Vice President
aul Tandler.
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Cerro will contribute
$12 million to cleanup

* Cerro Copper Products Co. of
Saugetzst}le firstindustryalong
Dead Creek to reach a settle-
ment with the state on cleaning
_xxp the polluted stream.

! Illinois Attorney General Neil
Hartxgnn said Thursday that
Cerro has agreed to spend $12
mﬂhon to clean up about 1,600
feet of the creek that is on com-
pany property.

Cerro has already diverted
stormwater from that area of
the creek, and plans to remove
20,000 cubic yards of contami-
nated soil.

--¥ Negotistions are contxnumg
“with other companies located
along the creek, including Mon-
sanzo and according to Harti-
- gan, other agreements may soon
be reached. .

-, ¥According to Illinois Environ-
mantal Protection Agency stud-
lu of f.ho creek, industries | over

almosta century of development
have dumped a variety of pollut-
ants into it, including cancer-
causing dioxin, polychlorinated
biphenyis and heavy metals.
Some of the offenders no longer
exist.

Cerro officials said they recog-
nized there was a problem with
pollutants in the creek and that
over the years their company
may have contributed to the
problem. Part of the $12 million
Cerro has agreed to pay, will
cover its share of the cost of the

- state investigation.

Dead Creek, which runs
through Sauget and Caholkia,
“jsthe most toxic waste site in I]-
linois,” aceording to Hartigan.
The state is still trying to get the
site on the Superfund Cleanup
List so it would qualify for fed-

- eral funds.
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Cerro tocleanup
polluted waterway

By MARTIN FARRICXER

NEW YORK—Cerro Copper
Products Co. will ciean up a con-
taminated creek located at the
site of the company’s Sauget, I1L,
copper tubing piant at a cost of
more than $12 million.

Neil F. Hartigan. Illinois at-
torney generai. reportedly com-
mended the producer for initiat-
ing the cleanup of the water-
way—known as Dead
Creek—without litigation. Dead
Creek was polluted by years of
industrial waste from maaufac-
turing companies in the Sauget
area. according to Cerro presi-
dent Henry L. Schweich.

Schweich said the company
agreed to finance the cieanup
because the contaminated creek
segment was on Cerro’s property.
" “We recognized that there was
a problem with Dead Creek and
that over the years we may have
been one of the many companies
that contributed to that prob-
lem,” Schweich said. “We de-
cided to step forward and take
the lead on this project.”

The cleanup action is outlined
in a consent decree signed by
representatives of Hartigan's of-
fice and Cerro that has been

,ﬁled in U.S. Distriet Court in

East St Louis. [Il. The consent
decree was agreed upon by
Cerro. the [llinois Environmen-
tal Protection Agency and
Hartigan's office to assure that
verbal agreements wouid be
binding on ail parties invoived.

As part of the agreement,
Cerro will stop all discharge
flows into the 1.600-foot creek
segment crossing its property,
construct an aiternate storm

water collection and retention

system and remove con-
taminated sediment from the
creek bed

According to the plan, the
firm will remove 20.000 cubic
yards of sediment from the creek
bed. After a dewatering pro-
cess, about 10.000 cubic yards of
sediment will be taken to a per
mitted landfill, Schweich said
The creek bed then will be flled
with clean soil

Schweich expects the entire
project to be compieted later
this year. He said the cleanup
will have no effect on n
or employment at the p
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Paul Tandier, right, vice president of Carro Cooper Products Co., and lllinols Attorney
Gansiatl Hell Hertigan examine Dead Creek In Sauget.
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Dead Creek cleanup could
cost Cetio Co. $12 iiilion

Cerro Copper Products Co. has signed a
consent decree agreeing o clean up Dead
Creek in Sauget, Il

The cleanup could cost as much as $12
million,

According to the document filed in U.S.
District Court in East St Louis, Cerro has
agreed W swop all {lows into the 1,600-foot
creek segment which is on its property, con-
struct an altemnate storm water collection and
retention system and remove the contami-
nated sediment from the creck bed.

“"We recognized that there was a problem
with Dead Creek, and that over the years we
may have been one of many companies that
contributed to that problem,” said Paul Tan-
dler, Cemmo’s vice president, at a news con-
ference catlier this month in Saugel. Also
atlending the news conference was [llinois
Attomney General Neil Hantigan,

Cemro’s Sauget lacility is the largest of its
kind in the wortld. Established in 1927, the
plantemploys 850 people. It recycles coppes
scrap, produces Grade 1 coppercathodes and
manulactures copper redraw tube and fin-
ished copper tube for general-purpose
plumbing applications.

Ceno previously announced plans for a
$20 million investment in environmental
controls and production improvements at the
Sauget plant.

The portion of Dead Creek aflected by the
consent decree became part of Cerro’s prop-
erty in the 19503 and 1960s when the com-

| pany purchased land on the east side of the

creek,

Cervo’s analysis showed that during heavy
rainstorms industrial waste water from the
sewer system would back into Dead Creck,

Cerro presented
award for waste
reduction, recycling

Itlinois Gov. James Thompson has
awarded Sauget-based, Cerro Copper
Products Co. the Certilicate of Recogni-
tion for its efforts in sofid waste reduction
and recycling.

This is the second year in a row Cerro
has received the award.

The award, part of the Governor s Cor-
porate Recycling Award competition, is
given annually to companics that make a
significant contribution to the reduction
of waste, recycling of waste or use of
recycled waste.

CestoCopper qualifiedintherecycling
and use of recycled waste categories.

_ Cerro Copper has been in business for
70 years.

The awards are given in accordance
with the Waste Management Act —
aimed al reducing [llinois’ dependence
upon landfills.

turning It into a swge basin, according 10
Tandler. The company’s analysis also
revealed the presence of PCBs and other con-
taminants in the creek-bed sediments.

The company plans to build a $30 million
copper-tube mill in Shelbina, Mo., where it
fabricates and finishes copper tbe for air
conditioning, refrigeration and othet heat-
ing/cooling equipment. The Shelbina plant
employs 150 workers.
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CAHOKIA/DUPQ SUNDAY HOME JOURNAL

By Steve Horrell
Staft writer

CAHOKIA — The fallout from
Cerro Copper Product Co.’s
promise to clean up Dead Creek
continued last week when Mayor
Mike King returned from a sum-
mer vacation.

King echoed Village Planner
Paul McNamara that the plan
does little for Cahokia because
the cieanup will take piace in
Sauget.

When Attorney General Neil
Hartigan made the much-pubii-
cized announcement July § that
Cerro Copper Products Co.
would s $12 miilion for the
cleanup of a 1,600-foot stretch of
Dead Creek, Cahokia Village
Planner Paul McNamara pointed
to a pledge several years ago by
Gov. James Thompson to ciean
up Cahokia’'s section of the
creek ‘

King: Governor reneged

lon clean creek promise:

King continued Wednesday
where McNamara left off.

“In the mid-1980s, Gov. Jim
Thompson offered me his hand
in promise that he wouid clean
up Dead Creek in 18 months —

no longer than two years,'
King said.

King accused the governor of
offering false hope to the resi-
dents. “If you can't keep your
promise, the least you can do is
tell peopie you can't clean it up,
and why.”

Keri Luli, who is in charge of
the cleanup for the IEPA, was
on vacation and couid not be
reached for comment last week.
Thompson also was unavailable
for comment. :

Studies have shown that Dead
Creek is the most toxic waste
site in the state, with high leveis
of PCBs, acids and cyanides,
Hartigan said at the news con-
ference. The cleanup next month

oCreek

{Continued m';c:l“: 13“1 "
. -4 H w 1] wi
pml:yg;d tg:ek issue in order to
further his gubernatorial cam-
paign against Republican Jim
Edgar. Dead Creek won't be
clean, King said. until the entire
creek — not simply Sauget — is
cleaned up.
. *““They think if you cut off the
arm, the rest of the monster is
going to die,” King said.
' ‘One goal of the village, in lieu
of a more thorough cleanup, is
to dredge the creek of debris
that residents have thrown in
over the years and get the stag-
nant water moving again.

“With $12 million we couid
clean out every street and drain-
age ditch in the area,” King
said.

7-15-90

involves only the section that
runs Cerro Copper.- The
three-mile-long creek starts on
Cerro property and flows
between Queeny Avenue and
Judith Lane in Cahokia, and
runs through the Wedge area, at
the intersection of Illinois 3 and
157.

“I've been on the EPA for
years and years,” said Walter
Allen, whose house at 101 Walnut
St. borders on a body of water
he calls Dead Pond, which is fed
on the west side by Dead Creek.

Allen, 80, and his wife, There-
sa, have lived the;:ﬂ for 35 y:au,
using a p to water from
the to irrigate cauliflower,
cabbage, sweet potatoes and a
garden full of other organicaily
grown vegetables. "‘!‘thhey ought
to pump that thing (the creek)
out and fill it over with dirt.”

King accused Hartigan of

(See CREEX, Page 2A) -
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IEPA welcomes Cerro decision on waste removal

The Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency (IEPA) has
welcomed the recent announce-
ment by Cerro Copper Products
Company of Sauget that the
company has agreed to remove
contaminated materials from a
seclion of Dead Creek identified
as “Creek Segment A.”

The removal aclion, scheduled
to begin:in mid-August, is the
result of negotiations between
IEPA, the lllinois Office of the
Attorney General and Cerro
Copper.

“The Agency is pleased Lo see
Cerro Copper take a corporate
leadershiprolein addressing the
hazardous waste problemsinthe
Dead Creek area of Sauget and
Cahokia,” said Bernard P. Kil-
lian, IEPA director. “IEPA and
area residents have long been
concerned about potentinl envi-
ronmental and public health
efTects related to industrial
waste disposal practices of the
past.”

The Consent Agreement

signed by the state and the

company calls for the removal of
approximately 20,000 cubic
yards of contaminated creek
sediment from the segment of
Dead Creek (Creek Segment A)
located with Cerro Copper's
property boundaries.

The creek segment is con’ami-
nated with heavy metals (cad-
mium, mercury, barium, etc.),
volatile organic chemicals and
low levels of PCBs contributed
by decades of industrial dis-
charge, sewer discharge and
area run-ofl.

Removal and dewatering of
creek contamination will be
overseen by IEPA personnel. The
waate material must be sent to
asnapproved, permitted landfilll
The excavated area must then
be backfilled with clean soil and
properly graded to direct storm-
water toward the Queeny Ave-
nue slormsewer.

IEPA considers the Creek

Segment A project to be an
importantfirststepinthesearch
for solutions to the entire area’s
contamination problems. The
second step would be a success-

ful conclusion to current nego-
tiations with other local indus-
tried to remediate seven more
gites, Killian said. .

The Agency performed a $1.3
million expanded site investiga-
Lion of the Sauget Sites area in
preparation for the third step,
proving to the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency that
the project qualifies for the

National Priorities List (NPL)

of federal Superfund sites. No
new sites are being accepted by
until a revised NPL scoring
system is put in place Lo deter-
mine qualified sites.

Once placed on the NPL, the
state and federal EPAs would
have both federal funding to
undertakecleanupactivitiesand
federal Justice Department
support in taking enforcement

action against responsible par-
tien for recovery of federal reme-
dial funds. Such action is a vital
partof U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency Administrator
William Reilly’s new long term

strategy for improvement of the
Superfund program, a spokes-
man said. The agency can re-
cover three Limes its costs from
responsible parties who fail to
take proper remedial action, he
said.

Citizens and local officials who
wish to-know more sbout the
Cerro project are welcome to

review the Site Invéstigation/

Feasibility Study for Creek
Segment A report at the Ca-

hokia Public Library orthe Sauet :

Village Clerk’s OfTice.
Questions about the Sauget
Sites project or federal Super-
fund programshouldbedirected
to Keri Luly at 217/782-5562 or
Paul Takacs at 217/782-6760.




